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1. Choose the right spot for the plant you have 

chosen. 

2. Dig a wide hole, but not too deep! 

3. Mix organic matter with the backfill 

soil such as 1 part peat moss with 3 

parts soil.  Cow Manure, Peat Hu-

mus, or Compost are also good 

choices. 

4. Set the root ball in the hole being sure that 

the top of the root ball is at or slightly above 

the ground around it.  Backfill the soil mix 

around the root ball! 

5. Water the plant very well.  

Now is the time to thoroughly 

soak it to work out air pock-

ets. 

6. Once the water has set-

tled, finish backfilling around 

the root ball, but be sure not 

to build any soil up on the 

trunk of the plant. 
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Our Guarantee 
We want your planting experience to be successful.  

That’s why we focus on providing you with the infor-

mation you need.  AND we back it up with our no-

hassle plant guarantee.  Our Shrubs, Evergreens, 

and Trees are guaranteed for 1 year from purchase!  

Whether you plant them or have our crews profes-

sionally plant them, we guarantee they will get 

started and growing for you.  If you have a problem, 

just bring back your receipt for an exchange plant or 

a credit for a different purchase. 

NOTE:  Annuals, Roses, Perennials, Cemetery plant-

ings, above ground planters are not covered by this 

guarantee due to their very special needs. 

 

T H E  R I G H T  S I T E :  

Some plants require special sites.   Avoid extremely 

wet or extremely dry areas or ask Gooding’s what 

plant will tolerate those special conditions.  Broadleaf 

evergreens such as Azaleas or Rhododendrons have 

special concerns.  They need to be in a semi-shady 

spot where they won’t be exposed to winter winds or 

direct winter sun.  Good drainage is recommended 

for many such plants.  A raised bed may allow these 

plants to be used successfully even in a slightly wet 

site. 

C A R E  A S  Y O U R  P L A N T S  G R O W :  

WATERING:  This is the most important care you can 

provide, but it needs to be done right.  Most plants 

like to receive about 1” of moisture a week during the 

growing season.  The best way to check to see if your 

plants need water is to dig down thru the mulch and 

into the soil near the root ball with your fingers.  If the 

soil is moist, great.  If it feels dry, then water it.  If it 

feels wet, you will want to let the soil dry out.  To 

properly water your plants, its best to take the nozzle 

off of your hose and turn the water on slowly., about 

like you would to get a drink.  Lay the hose at the 

base of the plant and let it soak the 

area.  You’ll only need to soak it once 

a week, or even less if we get good 

rainfall.  Just check the soil to be 

sure! 

FEEDING:  A light feeding at planting 

time is helpful.  Use 1 gallon of a solu-

ble planting mix like Miracle-Gro or 

Plant Starter or a small handful of a granular fertil-

izer.  For established plants, feed regularly with a 

soluble fertilizer or use a granular fertilizer packaged 

for your plants seasonally.  For example, use an 

Azalea/Rhododendron food moderately in the early 

spring, followed with a light application in late spring/

early summer , a light application in early fall, and a 

heavy application in late fall.  If you choose a season 

lasting, slow release fertilizer, its best to follow their 


